© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

PEBBLE PRQIECT
SCOPI NG MEETI NG
NEWHALEN, ALASKA

Taken April 12, 2018
Commenci ng at 3:30 p.m

Volunme | - Pages 1 - 52, inclusive

Taken at
Newhal en School
Newhal en, Al aska

Reported by:
Mary A. Vavrik, RWMR

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

A-P-P-E-A-R A-NGCE-S
For U S. Arny Corps of Engineers:

Shane M:Coy
Pr ogr am Manager

Katie MCafferty
Pr oj ect Manager

For State of Al aska Departnent of Natural Resources,
O fice of Project Managenent and Permtting:

Kyle W Mbsell e
Associ ate Director

For AECOM

Bill Craig
Pr oj ect Manager

Jon | saacs
Public I nvol venent Task Lead

Patty Murphy
St akehol der Engagenent

Taken by:
Mary A. Vavri k, RMR

BE I T KNOAN that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken
at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

Public wwthin and for the State of Al aska.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Hi, guys. Good
afternoon, everybody. First of all, I'd like to thank you
on behalf of the United States Arny for taking the tine to
join us this afternoon at the beginning of the process of
devel opi ng the environmental inpact statenent |evel of
anal ysis for the proposed Pebbl e project.

My nane is Shane McCoy. |'mthe program nanager for
the United States Arny Corps of Engineers. Wth ne
tonight fromthe Corps of Engineers is Katie MCafferty.
So if you have any questions about the Corps's role or our
process, please cone see us. Feel free.

The way this is going to go today is | propose to
give a brief introduction. W wll show the video of the
proj ect so everyone has an idea of what the proposed
project is to date. Please be aware it's also kind of a
synopsi s of these posters as you conme in. And then I'm
going to open it up for comments.

| would like to have just a little bit of a focus, if
you guys don't mind. On the back wall here is a brief
overvi ew of effective coment neking for the project.

It's a synopsis. It was part of the prescopi ng package
that we sent out to the 31 Bristol Bay tribes and the four
tribes on the eastern side of the Cook Inlet.

But the reason we're here today is because the Corps
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of Engineers received a permt application fromthe Pebble
Limted Project. And so this is going to be alittle bit
different fromthe previous neetings. |'ve heard sone

f eedback with regards to naybe how to informthe public as
to why we're here today when there has already been a | ot
of work done by the EPA and others associated with the

pr oj ect .

So the Corps' authority under Section 404 of the
Cl ean Water Act is the authority to review applications
for the discharge of dredge or fill material in the waters
of the US. W also have the authority under Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 to review
applications that may affect navi gabl e waters course,
condition or capacity.

Now, that being said, when we receive an application,
we are obliged to review that application. The beginning
of that -- all federal actions require National
Envi ronmental Policy Act review, which is a process to
anal yze and coll ect data, an unbi ased anal ysis of the
proposed i npacts, the proposed benefits, alternatives and
mtigation neasures. The beginning of that process is
call ed scoping, and that's where we are at today. It's a
public process in which we invite the public to help
I nformthe scope of our anal ysis.

Pl ease understand, the franework of the docunent nust
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have a nexus to the proposed inpacts under our
jurisdiction. There are two other federal agencies that
have a deci sion to nmake associated with this application,
one of which is the United States Coast CGuard for a bridge
over the Newhalen River. The other is Departnent of
Interior's Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcenent
for the pipe on the Quter Continental Shelf for the

nat ural gas pi peline.

At the end of the process, at the end of the
envi ronnent al inpact statenent analysis, the three federal
agenci es that have a decision to nake will nake a
deci sion. But understand, the end of the NEPA process is
not a deci si onnaki ng process. It is an unbiased anal ysis
of the potential inpacts, resources alternatives and,
again, mtigation neasures that will be considered in that
anal ysi s.

That's why we're here today. W need your help. W
need your help to identify a range of alternatives,
specific issues to be anal yzed, nethods of the anal ysis
and potential mtigative neasures that we are nmaybe not
aware of at this tine.

You can provide your input, your conmments, in three
ways: Today oral comments will be recorded by our court
reporter. You can directly input theminto the conputers

In the back of the room O you can provide witten
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comments and drop those off at the sign-in table. O at
any tine you can access the project website,
pebbl eproj ecteis.com and submt your conmments onli ne.

Pl ease be aware that the coments submtted online
al so have an interactive mapping feature in which you can
put specific |ocations associated with your concerns or
other directly on that map, and it wll give us an idea of
where that spot is. The nore specific, the better.

Pl ease be respectful of the people comenting today.
And al so pl ease understand that all comments received wll
be nade publicly avail able on our website, so all contact
I nformation, the comments received, wll be avail able for
the entire public.

Again, 1'd like to thank you on behalf of the United
States Arny for participating in this process, being here
today to help us informour scope of analysis and having
us i n your community.

At this tinme I'd Iike to show the video of the
proposed project and give you a nonment to see what is
proposed currently today.

(A video was shown.)

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Well, that's an overvi ew
as presented by the applicant. | would like to state for
everyone's information that the Corps is neither a

proponent nor an opponent of a project. Instead, this is
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the process for us to determ ne and anal yze the potenti al
| npacts, benefits, and mtigative neasures that are part
of the project. W are also neither -- we are al so not
predecisional. At the end of this, we wll have
information to base a decision. The three federal
agencies wth a decision to nake will wite their own
Record of Decision based on the infornmation and anal ysi s
contained within the environnental inpact statenent. And
again, | thank you for participating in this very

i mportant tinme, the public scoping comment peri od.

At this tine | would |like to open up the mc to
provi de an opportunity for individuals to provide their
conment .

| s Raynond Wassillie avail able, please? Conme on up.
If I could also ask you to speak slowy and in the
direction of our recorder so she can accurately capture
your comments, | would appreciate it. Thank you, sir.

MR. RAYMOND WASSI LLIE: Okay. M nane is
Raynond Wassillie. | reside in Newhalen. Been here since
| was born. | was born here. And |I'm hoping that sone
day | could pass on here.

But reality of everything, even the school here takes
education. And in that theory, education is where we get
our di ploma, where we go on to get our higher education.

And | have been dealing a lot with a | ot of people that
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had degrees in their field that do a | ot of studies on the
Pebbl e proj ect.

As for me, I'"'mstill neutral because | want to see
the ideas of both parties. The idea for the degree people
Is to study plans, the system of how the m ne woul d go.
And the downside of it is we have been fishing for
eternity. And | haven't seen anything cone out of it in
the region, other than CDQ program over on the -- by the
way, 50 mles away fromthe inlet, does that include us in
t he CDQ progran? Maybe. That's the thing we need to talKk
about because we are left out of the picture.

The big picture of reality is it's going to happen.

A |l ot of degrees has been put on the line. | went out in
the field with them and to hear the sides of both -- both
parties is -- because we tend to see only one side of the
story that -- | |like to see ny own peopl e becone doctors
and engi neers and everything, to see that sone day when we
point a finger at themthat they are responsible for

what ever happened to the damor the fishery.

Thank you.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: G eg Anel on.
MR. GREG ANELON: My nane is G eg Anel on.
| | ooked at your -- the proposed sites, and one of ny big

concerns is the road corridor fromthe mne site to the

| ake. The nmajority of our noose is caught in the Upper
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Talari k Creek area, and that road is right along where we
hunt. |If you take the survey of our hunters that go up
and hunt, that's the majority of where we catch our noose.
And | am concerned about that road being so close to our
hunti ng areas.

And al so the ferry systemat the nouth of Talarik
Creek, we have easterly winds all the tine. That's the
maj ority of our winds cone fromthe east. And those waves
down there are pretty big hitting that area. And so with
t he noving barges and you are trying to | oad and unl oad
those -- the barge, it puts a lot of noving parts that
shouldn't be on the | ake. And we don't want to have al
those stuff in the lake. So if we try to mnim ze that,
that woul d be ny suggestion is not having all that noving
parts on our | ake and on our waters that we have here.

| don't know where the -- you don't have a map of all
the road corridor where we could see it where it shows on
there specifically, so | can't give you what |'mtal king
about. But the one map | was seeing, there was anot her
corridor that was along our w nter nobose hunting area, and
that's what |'m concerned about.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. Mrtle.
That remnds ne, too. |If you do have a witten statenent,

a proposed statenent, that you wll be reading, if you can
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|l eave it with the recorder, it will greatly assist us, as
wel | .

M5. MYRTLE ANELON: H . M nane is Mrtle
Anelon. I've lived here all ny life. |I'man elder, and
|"m proud of all ny famly that has lived here all their
life. I1t's hard to live here. And | want people to know,
wthout a job -- it takes noney to live.

And | commercial fished all ny life, me and ny
husband. And you know, we had to go back and forth to
Bri stol Bay by boat, which now we can fly down there. But
it costs us a lot of noney. |If you go fromhere to
Naknek, it costs you 1,000 bucks at |east to go down and
go fishing, plus everything el se.

And |'' m not agai nst Pebble. | think people, if they
are of fered $100, 000 jobs, why would they turn it away?

To nme, | never had a $100, 000 job, but these young people
need it nowadays. And that's ny support.

If these people could go out there and learn all this
equi pnent and be safe about i1t, why not let it happen?
Plus I"'msure that they are not going to go out and just
dunp things all over. They have a |l ot of safety things
Now.

| went to a project one tinme up in Canada. It | ooked
simlar to what they are going to have here, and it's --

they are only, like, three mles away fromthe m ne, and
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they have a -- they had the Fraser River. That's right

next door. They don't kill the fish. So | don't know,
you know, who is saying that they are going to kill our
fish. 1'msure they are not.

But another thing that concerned ne is, like, the

hunting and fishing where they are putting the road is
sone place that's right where everybody goes with their
commerci al boats and everything el se, but we have a | ot of
peopl e we have to think about than just ourself. But |I'm
an elder, and | know the young generati on needs to have
sonet hi ng besi des what they are doing now And you know,
all these people that are here, they understand. They
lived a life just like | have. And |I'm 78 years old, and

[ ' m proud.

11

And | worked hard all nmy life, and we didn't get paid

what they are offering now. So |'m sure that these young
generati ons need that experience and training.
Thank you.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. Keith

Jensen.

MR KEI TH JENSEN: Hel | o. My name is
Keith Jensen. I'mfromPedro Bay. | do not agree with
devel opnent of the Pebble Mne. | believe it is arisk to
our natural resources and our subsistence way of life. |

am concerned that the | oss of water fromthe streans and
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the aquifer that feeds the streans will hurt the sal non
spawn. The threat of contam nation during the
transportation of materials on the road corridor over the
rivers and streans and across the lake is too great. And
at the end of the mne's life, we wll forever live with
the threat of contam nation fromthe tailing ponds and dam
failures.

The i dea of a year-round operation of an icebreaking
vessel and crossing Lake Iliama is very concerning, too.
How devast ati ng woul d an accident be in such a sensitive
ecosystemthat is responsible for such a | arge portion of
the world' s wild red salnon? WII this affect our
popul ati on of freshwater seal? WII they be drawn to the
open water instead of the natural areas they go to during
the times when the |ake is frozen, putting themat risk of
being hit by a vessel and putting our popul ation at ri sk,
depl eti ng yet anot her val uabl e subsi stence resource peopl e
rely on?

This open scar across the | ake during the w nter
nont hs woul d al so negatively inpact our travel on the | ake
to traditional subsistence gathering |ocations and create
dangerous situations for travel, as the |ake is a highway
used for visiting famly and friends around the | ake.

Lake Iliama is a nagical place with a diverse ecosystem

that is not yet conpletely understood. The |ake hol ds
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nysteries not yet explained.

Wiile | do believe econom c devel opnment is inportant
and necessary, | believe even stronger that the
devel opnent of this particular mne in this sensitive
| ocation is an accident waiting to happen.

Pl ease do not allow this mne to nove forward and
destroy these natural resources and our subsistence way of
life.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Ben Foss.
MR. BEN FOSS: Thank you for allow ng us
to coment again, such as many tines we've done so.

' mfromPedro Bay and |lived there for nost of ny
life and raised ny children there. 1| liked it and it was
wonderful. And we do need a change, you know. W need
t he econoni ¢ devel opnent, but | don't believe this is it,
not now. | think it's comng a little too fast. | don't
like this fast thing we are doing here with a 30-day
thing. | don't understand that. |It's not going -- it's
not going to nake their mne go any faster. You know,
anot her 60 days, that doesn't nake a difference.

G her than that, | just -- | don't approve of it, not
at this tinme. And that's just the way | feel.

Thank you.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Kara Jensen.
MS. KARLA JENSEN: My nane is Karla Jensen
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fromPedro Bay. | believe in a land that is healthy to
sustain ny subsistence way of living, where | can eat the
fish in the | ake without worry, the neat fromthe aninals,
the berries, the plants, and the birds. | was taught to
respect this land. It doesn't belong to us. W are only
car et akers.

| magi ne handi ng your child a bucket, telling himgo

get water fromthe lake. |If that |ake was glistening wth
oil and odd colors, would you still tell himto drink it
anyway? O course not. It nakes ne sick to ny stomach to

even think that sonething as sinple as drinking water from
t he | ake coul d possi bly be dangerous to us.

We teach our children to respect this land, this
food, this | ake, everything that it provides. | have a
grandchild to teach what | was taught, what to gather from

the | and and what to gather fromthe | ake for our food,

for our subsistence way of life. | wll not | ook the
other way when | feel that is being threatened. | wl|l
not be silent and hope that it goes away. | wll not be

swayed wth financial gain. There is always anot her way
around that. Qur |and and what we do is not worth noney.
W owe it to ourselves and to our future generations
to protect this land, this | ake, the whole Bristol Bay
area. There isn't a spare one |aying around that we have

for a backup. This is the only one that we have.
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The effects of an open pit mne are beyond what we
can wap our mnds around. The devastating anmount of
materials that could possibly be noved across the | ake are
staggering. Just one thing could go wong and conpletely
destroy this land and this lake. |s that a chance that I
want to take? | really don't. A caretaker is just that.
Take care of what you are given

Years ago | saw an advertisenent on TV about an old
| ndian guy. He was in his full regalia. Looking over the
| and with a single tear running down his cheek at the
devastation of all the garbage that he saw running
everywhere, | thought, poor old guy, sure glad that isn't
us. Now | feel like that old guy, watching all this,

I magi ning what if that was ne sone day | ooki ng out over

t he | ake thinki ng about what had happened? | don't |ike
it. | cannot inmagine what life would be like without this
| and and this | ake that | take for granted.

| woul d never wal k into your house, open up your
fridge and pee all over your food, so why would | want
Pebble to do it to ne? | don't. | want this for ny
future generations.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Mbolly Di schner.
MS. MOLLY DI SCHNER: "1l wait.
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Samant ha Herrick
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M5. SAMANTHA HERRI CK: "Il do it |later
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Al ex Wassilli e.

MR ALEX WASSILLIE: | don't |ike I ooking
at the wall anytine, but | like to face you guys. | like
to face you guys. You know, I'm-- I'mfor this gold m ne
because of our kids. |I'mnot thinking about nyself. |I'm

t hi nki ng about the generations. You, yourself, the ones

that are against the gold m ne, are thinking about

yourself only. You're not thinking about -- it takes ne
60 years to have this cancer, and that's -- I'mwlling to
talk to you guys about it. You know, | like to have al

t he people working instead of the ones that are agai nst
the gold mne with their noney in their pocket and

t hi nki ng about their own self, their own self, not nobody
el se.

You know, there is a lot of people all over this
worl d that have no jobs just |ike anybody else. They |ive
day-by-day in a ten-by-ten roomwhere they stay. But
still, we still have to approve what we got to do. You
know, we have to inprove sone place, not |ooking at
anybody el se saying, | don't want this gold mne. | don't
want this gold mne. And they don't have no expl anati on.
No expl anati on.

| " ve got kids and their grandkids. How they going to

grow up? You know, there is |lots of people in here
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that -- fromdifferent villages. | don't like to talk to
the wall over here or anybody else. | like to face you
guys.
Thank you.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Lisa Reiners
[ pronunci ati on].
MS. LI SA REl MVERS: Rei mers.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Reiners. Sorry.
MS. LI SA RElI MERS: My name is Lisa
Reinmers. |I'man INL board nmenber. We own -- |INL owns
67,000 acres near Pebble. W have been very fortunate to
see jobs and the econony here in Iliama due to Pebbl e.
We have not seen the negative inpacts |ike everybody is
stating, and we are glad to see that Arny Corps is noving
ahead to see if this can be done safely.
This is our hone, and we still subsist. And | |ike
t he concerns of Alex and Greg of how they brought up about
subsi stence, and even Keith, you know, about the things
about the | ake and everything. That's inportant to us.
But |ike Alex said, we do need jobs. W need an
econony because people are noving out. And we would |ike
to see our kids have a good future and a good educati on.
And in order to do that, you need an econony. You need
jobs, but if it only can be done safely. And we hope

that's what you guys will | ook at.
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Thank you.
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Andrew Wassillie.
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Aneci a?
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Aneci a.
MS. ANECI A WASSI LLI E: My nane is Anecia
Wassillie. |1'"mfrom Newhal en, but | was born in Kokhanok.

And | have a |l ot of pros and cons about the Pebble M ne,

18

but the cons are that I'mscared like just any -- like the

rest of our people about our fish, but I"'malso -- | see a

| ot of young people that don't have jobs and they are

living with their parents. And it's pretty awfully hard

because | have sone living with me. And they don't have

j obs. Maybe part tine. And some don't even have jobs or

they have to travel a long ways. And | know |li ke we do --
You know, we have been living off subsistence way of

life for a long tinme, but we al so have been living off

welfare for a long tine for nost of our people, nost of

our younger people. And they don't have to work, and they

live off welfare. Wat if welfare is taken away from us?
And | see -- you know, one of ny kids do live on welfare,
and she has a whol e bunch of kids. And if she don't get
her welfare in a nonth or so, she have to wait till she
get it. And | |ook around her cupboards and | say, how

cone there is hardly anything to eat, you know, because --

and then all of a sudden they get their welfare, they have
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a lot of food to eat.

But we are | ucky we have subsi stence |ike fish,
noose, anything to eat here; but sonetines we don't catch
you know, noose, but we have a |lot of fish. And it's been
like this for along tinme. | think | renenber as a little
girl alot of things, even just natural phenomenon, I
guess, you would call it, that sonetines the shortage of
noose, caribou was really scarce at tines, and a | ot of

times we have really |lots of fish.

And | renenber one tine -- a couple tinmes, in fact,
that even there was fish before, we have to -- | cane hone
from school and | | ooked in the -- | asked nom what's for
| unch, and she said, it's on the table. And I | ooked.

There was, like, fish eggs. And | said, Mom they are

eggs. And she said, well, that's what we got to eat.
Eat. And | said, oh, okay. So | wasn't -- | never really
grew up to be picky about what | eat for food. 1'Ill eat

anything | could, even what people offer ne.

But we have to work together on this. Sone people

need jobs. Like ny husband and | try to still work at our
old age. And he has retirenent. He's still paying for
his -- we are still paying for our house. W don't have

t hat free housi ng, you know, sonme of us Native people do.
And so we need -- you know, we need jobs. Not just us.

Qur kids need jobs. And | see other people need jobs.
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And just -- | have been working for Pebble for a | ong
tine. And | was doing really good and | didn't worry

about ny paynments and everything. Now it went away for a

coupl e years, and now I was thinking, boy, | was falling
behi nd, getting worried, and nowit's com ng back. | got
all excited and | was thinking, oh, gee, maybe |I'l|l get to

catch up on sone of ny bills.

And | try to help out ny -- you know, ny kids, too,
because nost of us do, you know. In all of the villages,
|"msure, all the parents try to help their kids. You
know, they have a lot of -- we have |ots of grandkids, and
so we don't want themto go, you know, hungry sonetines or
do without. And we try to help themout. O they need to
pay for their car. But now when they have these jobs,
they get to work, and then they don't have to depend on us
So nuch.

And | know that | had to -- when Pebble went away, |
had to try to work at the Slope, and that's a | ong ways.
That's |ike Point Barrow. You know where Point Barrow is.
And it is a faraway place to work. And | noticed that a
| ot of young people, they try to go out to go to school
and get a better job or nove away from hone to get a job.
And right now ny son works down at Washi ngton. He's
pretty far away. But it would be nice to have, you know,

t hese j obs avail abl e for our kids nearby.
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And | notice that even fromthe Bristol Bay area,
soneplace | see -- you know | worked for -- like | said, |
was one of the first workers to do housekeepi ng for
Pebbl e, and | seen a |l ot of people from other vill ages,
from New St uyahok, Kol iganek, Naknek cone to work. And
t hey were young people, and they | ooked happy. They were
working. And now | see lots that are jobless and, |ike,
they don't want to do anything. And sone tried to get
jobs, but they can't hold onto it or have other, you know,
| ssues.

But havi ng our jobs nearby our hone was pretty good
because | see a | ot of good inmprovenents on those kids
that had jobs. And now we have a lot of kids with --
kids' kids and staying with their parents.

That's all. Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Lorene Anel on.

MS. LORENE ANELON: My nane is Lorene
Anelon. |I'mpresident of Iliama Natives Limted. W are
here to let the Arny Corps of Engi neers know that we woul d
| i ke you guys to all ow Pebble to go through with a fair
process. What we see is we -- what we saw here was an
opportunity for people to get jobs. Nobody depended on
the welfare. They were paying for their own vehicles,
food and everything else to subsist. And that's what we

saw as the positive side.
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Now, as | watched the video, | have the sane concerns
t hat everybody el se is voicing about our subsistence way
of life, how they are going to cross the | ake, because in
the winter our people do cross to Kokhanok, Pedro Bay,

I giugig on the lake. And that's our form of
transportation, you know, to go get our wood, our food.
Li ke people go ice fishing. They go nobose hunting. And
we would i ke to see that protected for the people.

And also | know that there is a | ot of people that go
and travel saying that this is bad, and they show a | ot of
vi deos on everything bad about Pebble. And we don't want
our land to be destroyed. W are here to protect it, but
we know in another hand, it's on State |ands. And we want
to make sure that the State of Al aska knows that they need
to help us protect what we have. And |ike everybody says,
we are the care keepers of our land. And | would like to
see the Arny Corps neke sure that it's protected for us,
for the future

All nmy kids don't live here. They live out of state.
They have -- they have gotten an education. They choose
tolive in a bigger city because to themthere is nore to
do. And this is hone to ne. |"ve lived here all ny life,
and | don't think I'mgoing to go anywhere, but ny kids
| ove to cone and visit ne because it's quiet. And they

get to do the traveling on the | ake, Honda rides. This is
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freedom
But we know that if Pebble cones, everything is going
to change. W know that. But are we ready? Al -- but |
do know that we want to see an econony in our conmunity.
We do see the pros here, but we -- we know there is a | ot
of cons.
Thank you. And | hope that you bring it back to the
St ate.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Joe Chyt hl ook.
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Chyt hl ook.
MR JOE CHYTHLOOK: Good afternoon. Thank
you again for the opportunity to say a few words. Been to
several hearings already. But | just wanted to restate

several things that | think our sharehol ders that |

represent -- I'm-- for the record, | guess, |I'mJoe
Chyt hl ook. | chair the BBNC board, and many of our
sharehol ders live within Bristol Bay. Sone are out. But

we have about 10, 000 sharehol ders, and about probably
4,000 still lTive within the region.

And in 2009 after we did several polls with our
shar ehol ders about how they felt about the Pebble Mne, we
deci ded as a board to oppose the project. And since then
we have been to all kinds of neetings, | guess, to share
the voice of the majority of our sharehol ders who pl aced

us, | guess, in the positions where we were at BBNC board
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and our nmanagenent team And we have spent many years
advocating for the majority of our sharehol ders that have
opposed the Pebble M ne.

And there is sone reasons that we do that for. W
try not to do anything by vacuum W nake sure that we
hear everybody.

And | guess in ny past |life before Pebble M ne cane,
| worked for State of Alaska and | worked wi th nost
everybody within the region on fish and gane i ssues. But
t he concern that we hear over and over again from many
peopl e that are concerned about the Pebble Mne, and as
|'ve stated in other places, first of all, | guess we want
the Corps to realize that nost of the communities in both
t he Nushagak and Kvichak river drainages are downriver
fromthe proposed Pebble Mne. And so Igiugig, Level ock,
Naknek, King Sal non on the Kvichak side are bel ow the
site, and al so Kol i ganek, New Stuyahok, Ekwok, Portage
Creek, Dillingham Al eknagik, dark's Point and Ekuk are
al so bel ow the Pebble Mne site.

Therefore, we feel that there is -- all of these
vill ages are at sone risk of some contam nation, either
fromthe normal operation of the mne or due to an
accidental event. This would not only threaten the
econom c livelihood of nbst everyone in these communities,

but it would also affect their subsistence |lifestyles and
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the health, as well.

So we are hoping that the EI'S should carefully
eval uate the | ong-term econom ¢ and subsi st ence
consequences of the project. And that's the nessage that
| hope to convey.

And then one thing that | firmy believe is that
there is no need denonstrated for the Pebble M ne
resource. There are alternate sources in the world of

gol d and copper, and any claimby Pebble that the m ne

wll pronote U.S. mneral independence is false. Pebble,
fromwhat we can tell, tends to ship all mnerals to
mar kets in Asia, and very, very mnimal, | guess, was

being utilized by our country.
And again, the EIS should carefully consider the
uni que environnent in which the Pebble Mne is proposed --
where the Pebble Mne is proposed. In the opinion of both
Bri stol Bay, of whom many are sharehol ders, Al aska
residents, the |ocation of the proposed Pebble Mne is in
the wong place. The mne site and the | arge drai nages
downriver of the mne sits largely on wetl ands and
entirely hydrologically -- which are entirely
hydr ol ogi cal |y connected. And there is no barrier between
t he surface and groundwaters and different water bodies.
So we are urging that the EI'S consider that the water

quality in the region is pristine and perfectly suited for
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the spawning, rearing and life cycles of salnon, a

uni quely very sensitive species. Therefore, any

di sruption to this balance woul d pose a destruction to a
near perfect habitat.

And then we have heard nany peopl e about the
potential inpacts that the mne may have to our
subsi stence resources in the area, as well. And | think
information is there that nost of us depend on the natural
resources within our areas for subsistence, but the bulk
of this in nost villages downriver, probably up here, too,
i s sal non.

So | guess for sone of these reasons is why we feel
that careful attention needs to be given before any
permtting process takes place because the effect -- the
negative effect of the mne, while a few jobs may be
created for atinme, will have a -- | think nostly --
nostly a detrinental effect on the way people have |ived
In this area for years.

So thank you again for the opportunity to say a few

wor ds.

MR SHANE MCCOY: Russell Nel son.

M. Russell NELSON. Thank you, Shane. My
name is Russell Nelson. |I'ma resident of Bristol Bay. |

was born and raised there. Wen | got this packet, |

started reading the stuff that we are supposed to be
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t al ki ng about .

So specific to the EIS concerns, | wanted to talk
about the north fork of the Koktuli River where they talk
about putting everything in and | eaving the pyrite on
| ocati on above the Koktuli River. Pyrite is a bad actor.
It's a sulfite. And the problemwith that is you have to
take care of it not for 10 years, 100 years, 1,000 years,
10, 000 years.

| mean, a mllion years fromnow if sonebody was
mai ntaining that pile so it wasn't naking acid generation
go down the north fork of the Koktuli to harmthe king
salnon in it, they would still have to be doing a good job
of taking care of it. You would have to have it
eart hquake proof and fl ood proof and everything else. And
when you | ook at how | ong Kni ght Peisold s dam |l asted, the
sane people that were designing the Pebble project
tailings facilities, and you saw how short of a tine
period that was, it wasn't even one generation, and that
t hi ng opened up and fl ooded, ruined sone river, nade sone

people carry bottled water to their villages downstreamin

Canada.

So I'"'mreally concerned. | hope that the EIS really
takes that into a huge -- figures out how -- they say are
there things -- ways that you could make it so it's better

for themto build a mne. And one thing that would be
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better if they were going to build a mne and there was no
stopping it, then make them take that pyrite out of here.
Go put it sonmeplace where it would never harmthe

envi ronnent, so sonepl ace where they could prove that they
could store it forever and ever and not just for 10, 000
years, but longer than that. |'mhoping that ny famly
carries on, or at least the residents of Bristol Bay are
here 10, 000 from now, unless Jesus cones first, and then
we won't have to worry about anything then.

My subsi stence concerns is that dewatering of the
north fork of the Koktuli again. That's 25 percent of our
spawners for our king salnon on the Nushagak. And that's
where | fish. | have a subsistence site, and | feed a
huge extended famly. Not everybody goes fishing, but
everybody shows up at the cleaning table. So | go out and
harvest. And | always have relatives and friends cone

with ne and we go harvest king sal non, and we cone back to

honme. M parents' cleaning table gets full. Mne gets
full. And the fish goes to a whole bunch of different
pl aces.

W really depend on the king salnon for the protein.
It's the first fish of the year. |It's always the best.
When you get your first king salnon, that's got to be the
best tasting fish all year because you' ve been waiting for

it for a while. That's what we make all of our dry strips
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out of.

The other thing that concerns ne, too, is that
subsi stence for -- and | heard about the npbose, and I
agree; you don't want to put a road right through your
noose hunting area. You won't be hunting nobose there
anynore. And usually they like to make restrictions from
hunting so far froma road, too. Fish and Gane is really
good at that. So if they build a road, then they say,
okay, you can't hunt within one or two mles of this road
corridor. Guess what? You have just given up all your
nmoose hunti ng habitat.

And | renmenber growi ng up when | was younger and j ust
I n high school and com ng out of high school, we used to
go up and hunt between D |lingham and Stuyahok Hills.
Sonetines we were clear up in the Stuyahok Hills, and we
al ways heard about the great caribou. Caribou really cane
fromthis part of the country and came down to our area
and t hen di sappeared back up here again. Their calving
grounds are up here.

But with all the traffic that they have had there
since they started flying all the helicopters and
everyt hi ng and everybody has been over there exploring, |
really haven't seen any cari bou herds running through
there. |If sonebody has seen one, |1'd sure like to know

where it's at. |'ve been mssing the caribou. They did
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transplant a herd on the Nushagak Peni nsula and you can

get a limted anount there, but we don't |like to be
limted when it conmes to subsistence. W like to fill our
freezers.

The pit really concerns ne, the open pit. Wen they
let it turn back into a | ake when they are all done and
| eave here, when you | ook at the Berkeley pit, which
really is high sulfites just like this areais -- and a
geol ogi st -- a geologist told ne that, you know, don't
worry about the tailings so nmuch. You have to make sure
t hat you can take care of them forever, but you can do
that if you have the noney and the will power to do that.

The problemis the pits |like the Berkeley pit. Wen
It starts filling up, before it fills up you have water
and you have air, and with the mnerals that are left,
it's uneconom cal mnerals that you are not going to sell.
So you quit mning. And so that puts the acid -- the
pyrite -- the iron cones out, the sulfur goes down into
the hole and then it starts eating up all the netals, and
all of a sudden you this get toxic soup. The Berkeley pit
is one of the | argest Superfund sites in the United
States. And the Berkeley pit will be small conpared to
this thing. But it still has a ot of the sanme m neral

t ype.

Wiy would we want to have the biggest Superfund site
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in Arerica? |s that how we're going to enploy all of our
ki ds? Because that |ake is threatening the O ark Fork
Ri ver down there, and people are worried about it.

All the -- Anaconda -- | talked to a college
student -- a college class in Dillon, Mntana. And a
col |l ege student was there, and when | got done we were
tal ki ng about the Pebble Mne, the project. And he said,
you know, ny famly is from Anaconda. Just ny
grandparents live there. M parents noved out. M
grandparents can't | eave because their house is worth
not hi ng, so they can't sell it and | eave.

They have to truck all the water into Anaconda
because the pyrite -- not the pyrite -- the sulfites got
into the water frommning. And so trucking water in,
your house is worthless, you can't nove out. Al the kids
have noved out, by the way. Wen you start doi ng stuff
li ke that, all the kids will be gone and just the old
people that can't afford to nove away, they will be there.

So that's a real concern. Let's not |eave that pit
| ooking like the Berkeley pit when it's done. Whatever
desi gn you guys allow themto nake, make sure that doesn't
happen. The pyrite storage facility, again, is -- it's --
if they are going to put it up on the north fork of the --
on the drainage of the north fork of the Koktuli -- if

t hey decided they wanted to put it on up on the Upper
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Tal ari k Creek, | would be over here objecting and trying
to educate the people just as nuch as how dangerous and
how bad of an actor the pyrite is. That's the bogeyman in
this whole pit.

So pl ease, nmake sure that pyrite is not even in
Bristol Bay if they are going to nake that pit, and figure
out how they are going to line the pit before -- stop the
oxi dation of what's left in the walls.

| think they have too big of problens. | don't think
this mne can be successfully permtted and at the sane
time protect Bristol Bay. You may be able to permt it if
you have enough noney and enough | awyers and geni uses t hat
know how to tell you sonething that's not true, but I
don't think that you can really permt this mne and
protect Bristol Bay.

Thank you, Shane.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Norman Van Vactor.

MR. NORVMAN VAN VACTOR: Thank you, Shane.
And thanks to the Corps for being here today and doi ng
this. And also thank you, by the way, for extending the
comment period, as well, and expanding the comunities

that are able to testify.

|'"'m here today. My day job -- and I"'mvery fortunate
to have a day job. |I'mthe chief executive officer of
Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnent Corporation, and |I |ive
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in Dillingham Al aska. But |I'mhere today. |'mhere as
Nor man Van Vactor. | hope to testify in Dllingham on
behal f of our corporation when you are in Dillingham

| cane to this issue -- I'mterrible at dates --

probably 15, 16 years ago. At the tine | was the general
manager for a | arge seafood conpany, but ny famly -- nost
of ny famly cane fromthe Black H Ils of South Dakot a,
and several of themwere gold mners. And at the tine it
was a |lousy year. The fish prices were 40 cents a pound.
And | heard this conpany called Northern Dynasty had j ust
acquired the | eases, the options, to devel op or explore
the site. | knew nothing, really, about it. But who was
| to be critical of a potential project that potentially
woul d bring econony and jobs to our region?

But | heard that this group had just opened an
office. Northern Dynasty opened an office in Anchorage
and were avail able for comunity presentations. So |
called up and said, I would |ove to host a comunity
presentation in Dillingham And they said, we would | ove
to cone out and give you a presentation. Wen can you do
this? | said, well, things are kind of closing up around
here, but probably sooner rather than later. They
schedul ed a presentation two weeks out.

So it was the fall of the year, and | put up some

fliers around town, but unfortunately |I got a really snal
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turnout. About seven people showed up. But one of the
seven peopl e that showed up was Jeff Skrade, who at the
time was the regional fisheries nmanager for the west side
of Bristol Bay fishery. And a guy naned Janes Buell, who
at the tine was the narine biol ogist consultant for

Nort hern Dynasty, was the | ead presenter.

So he cane out and was very gracious and very nice
and set up this PowerPoint and gave about a 45-m nute
presentation to the seven or eight of us that were in this
neeting. And really it was the very, very front end of
t he very devel opnment, obviously. And nothing terribly
exciting in this presentation.

But at the end of it he was boxing things up, and
Jeff Skrade wal ked up and said, Janes, what concerns you
about this potential project if you have any concerns at
all? And Dr. Buell said, well, Jeff, it's all about the
water. He says, we got water everywhere up there. They
call M nnesota the |and of 10,000 | akes on their |icense
plates. Bristol Bay and this region here could be called
the land of a gazillion | akes because there is water
ever ywhere.

And Jeff said, | realize that. But what
specifically? And Dr. Buell said, well, we put sone
nitrate tracers in the upper Koktuli, and you woul d expect

to see those tracer elenents show up downriver, right?
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You know, what flows downhill. But what we are finding,
we are finding those tracer elenents are not only downhill
in the Koktuli, but also we are finding themin river
tributaries 180 degrees and river valleys way in the
opposite direction.

So he said that's concerni ng because that speaks to
the interconnection of the hydrology in the region. W
have a water table under there that m ght have nultiple
rivers, but we've got one common water table.

So | couldn't really sleep that night. And I'm a
pilot. | woke up about 3:30 in the norning. It was a
beauti ful norning. As you know, we have | ong days. And |
hopped in ny airplane and flew up to Frying Pan Lake. |'m
sonebody who's flown this areas dozens, if not hundreds,
of times back and forth to Anchorage in a small airpl ane,
but |'ve never | ooked at the region or | ooked at the
t opography or the geology fromthat perspective.

| got up here and | | ooked and flewin circles for
about 40 m nutes and flew back hone. He was right. It
really is about the water. As other speakers have tal ked
about, this is a scenario where renedi ati on and protection
woul d have to happen in perpetuity. And the track record
sadly speaks for itself.

| would al so rem nd everybody that one of the very

first proposals that Northern Dynasty put on the table was
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actual |y deepwater disposal of the tailings directly into
Iliamma. Directly into Lake Iliama. And how crazy is
that? So what we have fully expected all along is to see,
well, we are not going to be that bad of an actor. W are
going to do things a little differently. W are not going
to be that big of a mne. W are going to be a snaller
mne. But at the end of the day, this wll be a big

project if folks allow it to proceed. And unfortunately,

the vast majority of the benefits will not be for this

region. They will |eave the region. But the probl ens of

this project will remain in perpetuity in this region.
Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Question mark by Margie
d ynpi c.

M5. MARGE OLYMPIC. Well, | sent ny
speech in already -- | nean, ny letter. But | wll just
go ahead and read off ny letter to you guys because |
already sent it in.

My nane is Margie AQynpic, born in DIlingham raised
I n Koliganek on the Nushagak River. | have been living in
Newhal en for the past 16 years. M husband and |I have
four children and one granddaughter. | was raised on a
commercial fishing boat in Dllingham but in the day,
back in the day we used to make enough noney to support

the entire famly. Nowadays fishing can only buy a few
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groceries or just to catch up on bills.

My husband was raised on a commercial fishing boat
and continues to comercial fish every year in Naknek,
which | know that he will never give up because it's in
his blood. But he also continues to hold three jobs to
make the sane anount of incone as | do for ny one position
w t h Pebbl e.

| amone of only a few currently working for Pebble
Partnership. | have been working for Pebble since 2006,
12 years. | amvery grateful that | have a job that |
could put food on the table, pay bills, have private
I nsurance, get what ny kids need and want, and enjoy the
| uxuries of a car, four-wheeler, boat, snowrachi ne, new
furniture. And the best part is | don't have to get up
and | eave ny community. M kids and | -- ny kids and |
stay hone and live.

| know a | ot of friends and fam |y nenbers that nove
out of their own honetown to work in the nearest town hub;
for instance, the Nushagak and Togi ak area and D || ingham
And as for the | ake area, that woul d be Anchorage or
Kenai .

Wiy take away a project that would be built safely
and have people fromthe Bristol Bay region work a shift
and go hone to their famlies? The cost of living in

Bristol Bay is outrageous. $20 a gallon of mlk. Having
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t he Pebbl e Partnership wth enpl oynent woul d hel p our
communities thrive and support their famlies.

Wth growi ng up on a subsistence |lifestyle, fishing
is a part of our life. It is a part of who we are. |
take pride fromwhere | cone fromand what | was taught
grow ng up, but | also know the value of having a job and
supporting ny famly at this age. Fishing does not and
could not support nme and ny famly 12 nonths out of the
year .

Every community hunter needs sone form of gas-powered
nmotor vehicle to a subsistence way of life. It is not the
way it's always been. Tines have changed. Reality is
that we live in a world of a high demand of technol ogy.

We need the mneral resources to make them Everything

t hat we use today needs sone formof mnerals to nake.
Pebbl e Partnership can be a good thing for individuals,
busi nesses, opportunities for new businesses, the borough,
the region, the state itself. Don't take away a good
opportunity for our |ocal people to work and |live and
raise a famly.

If this project can be done safely, I"'mall for it.
W need to give Pebble a chance to nove forward and do it
right. Be a voice at the table and steer the changes for
devel opnent and growh for us here in Al aska. Let the

science do its part and take every step to help nold the
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devel opnent of change within our region. Please take into
account that this area has been highly studied with
| eadi ng scientists backing their work. These studi es have
the i nportance of fish and water that are evaluated to
build a project safely.
Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Agnes Ryinski [ph].
It's marked as a question mark. GCkay. Chip Enbretson,
questi on nark.

MR CH P EMBRETSON: | didn't put ny name
down for it.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: It was a question nark,
so | thought I'd ask. Tim

MR TIMANELON: | see a |lot of friends
and famly here. M dad used to trap, hunt the Koktuli.
We have | and over there, Native allotnents. | hear people
tal ki ng, oh, we fish over there, we hunt over there.
That's our land. That's our land, too. | don't want
people comng to ny land, ny -- where | have grown up and
tell me how !l can and can't live. That's the nain thing.

| don't want sonebody telling ne how!l can and can't |ive

on ny -- ny |and because when | go travel around, | could
travel at night. | know where |I'm going. But when | go
to you guys' land, | don't know where |I'm going, so |

can't travel at night. You guys can. That's the problem
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wth us. W are all trying to fight over | and.

|'"'ma commercial fisherman. | subsist. | don't have
to, but that's what | do. | teach ny kids that. M
grandki ds all know about subsistence. You guys all sit up
here and tal k about, oh, we subsist. W have to |ive off
of fish. W do, too.

The best thing is -- we don't get king sal non,

t hough. W get sal non, and as soon as we taste the
salnon, that's the best thing we think is the best. The
Kvi chak fish, when it comes up that river, that's what we
think is the best fish in the world. That's the biggest
run. We are the caretakers of this | ake. W know where
all the fish go to, what river they cone out of. You guys
don't.

Li ke Pedro Bay, | know the people at Pedro Bay know
where all the creeks are. They nane all those creeks. |
don't know all those creeks' nanes, but | know where the
fish are. Sanme thing down here. People nane creeks that
I wouldn't even know what those nanes are. They just draw
themout on a map. ©GCh, we are going to nane that thing
Bl ack Lake. | have no idea where Bl ack Lake is. | tell
you what: There is a nane Bl ack Lake out there sonewhere.

But everybody goes around and tal ks about how t hey
commercial fish or they subsist. W do the same thing

here. W all do the sane thing. W teach our famlies
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t he sane thing you guys do. W all want our kids to grow
up eating fish, fresh water. W all want fresh water.

But | tell you what | see. M boys, they all work up
at the Slope. Three-quarters of themwork at the Sl ope.
| don't see themfor half of their life. | want to see
themall the time. |If there is jobs here, they would be
here working, but there are not. There is no jobs here.
And if there is jobs here, they would be working so their
ki ds could be able to do whatever they want.

Ri ght now they are missing their famlies, too. It's
hard to see them growi ng up, ny grandki ds grow ng up, and
they can't see their dad because they are out worKking.
don't know if you guys see that or not, but that's what I
see. | have to see that all the tinme. M kids, one kid
is leaving, one kid is com ng back. And then ny grandkids
are sitting there, oh, ny dad will be gone. He wll be
back in three weeks. That's a long tine. | don't care
what anybody says. That is a long tine.

| know they are not the only ones. There is a |ot of
people that work up at the Slope for a living. But that's
along tinmne to be away fromyour famly. M kids say if
there is jobs here, 1'd rather be here to be around ny
fam|ly.

| don't support Pebble Mne, but I'd rather see ny

kids here. And that's all | have to say.
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MR. SHANE MCCOY: First of all, again, 1'd
| i ke to thank everyone who stood up and provided their
testinony. Thank you very much on behalf of the Arny, the
United States Arny Corps of Engineers. That is the end of
the list of folks that wanted to provide testinony in
front of a large group. So at this time, if you would
| i ke to provide testinony to our court reporter in
private, this is the opportunity.

Again, 1'd like to thank you all. And again, 1'll
rem nd you that there are other opportunities to provide
comments in the scoping period which, again, closes the
29th of June. You can provide themin witing, mail them
to ne, drop themoff at the sign-in table. You can
provi de the comments on the website, which is
pebbl eproj ecteis.com or the conmputers that are here.

And again, I'd like to remind you that people -- on
the website there is an interactive nap so you can put a
dot on the map and tag it with a specific |location for
whi ch you are naki ng your comments, or you can cone and
provide a conment to our court reporter.

Thank you very nuch, guys.

MS. KI MBERLY W LLI AVE: My name is
Kinberly WIllians, and | nmade comrents i n Kokhanok. ' m
offering additional coments to the scoping process that

are different fromthose.
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For the record, I'ma Bristol Bay Native Corporation
board of director and a nenber chief of the Curyung tribe
in Dillingham | have a Bachel or of Science in biological
sci ences and a master's degree in public adm nistration.

In the past | worked for a tribal and mari ne mamal
commi ssion that focused on sea otters and Stellar sea
lions. |1'mconcerned that the Amakdedori port as
Identified on Pebble Limted Partnership's application is
| ocated in the critical habitat for sea otters and bel ugas
in Cook Inlet. | would ask the Corps to go back to Pebbl e
and |l ook at the alternatives to mtigate for the transport
of equi pnent and materials into the site and the export of
ore.

| " mconcerned with the dredging that is | ocated on
figure 3 in the Pebble project EIS. Any tine there is
dredging, there will be inpacts to mari ne manmal s and any
fish species in the waters around the port. So this is
what concerns ne, this dredging area [indicating].

Addi tional comments include concerns with the natural
gas pipeline from Cook Inlet over the haul road through
Iliamma Lake and up to the mne site. | would ask the
Corps to look at, as an alternative, the use of the Donlin
gas pipeline and bringing that gas pipeline down to the
Pebbl e site where they need natural gas for the project.

It was this past summer that a gas well in Cook Inlet was
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di scharging gas into the inlet. It concerns nme that we
are going to add an underground pipeline into a | ake that
we have very little baseline information on.

As spoken in previous testinony from others regarding
t he cari bou novenent corridor has already suffered from
this project when they used helicopters to nove equi pnent
to and fromthe mne site, people have already had soci al
and econom c inpacts fromthis project. The voice of the
peopl e around the | ake about the south and north ferry
sites will inpact the novenent of people and their ability
to go to their subsistence sites.

And lastly, I amfromD |Ilinghamand very concerned
wth the king sal non that spawn in the Nushagak for sone
of our king that's based upon in the north fork of the
Koktuli. W are lucky to have these kings that we can
share with many famlies around the region. The placenent
of a tailings inmpoundnent facility on the north fork
directly inpacts sone of the king sal nron spawni ng grounds.
I would ask the Corps to | ook at what alternatives are
avai |l abl e on the placenent of tailings inmpoundnent
facilities to limt the mtigation to those king sal non
spawni ng on the north fork.

Thank you.

MR. CH P EMBRETSON: | guess when it cones

to jobs, there is nore jobs that can be filled by | ocals.
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There wll be 1,500 jobs possibly, nore jobs than the Lake
and Pen Borough has as residents. Housing -- before Tim
ment i oned t he two-week-on/two-week-off way of working, the
on-site housing is hard on famlies, and | would propose
off-site housing where they could travel to the mne. And
also if the mne shuts down, we m ght be able to keep sone
of that housing open so it's not the barracks type housing
that would close down with the mne. It would encourage
famlies to nove here with their -- with their people or
with their workers so that you woul d have an econony.

A econony was tal ked about, but if everyone is mne
based, | don't know what the econony is besides revenue
sharing through the borough that would cone back to the
area. Wat econony? All services are m ne based.

You woul d have to plan for the extension of the m ne.
Even though they are planning a shutdown now, once the
bel | has been rung and noney has been spent in the area,
to take that away -- and even now during exploration it
was very -- $80 mlIlion a year, then all of a sudden it
went to nothing, and nowit's com ng back again. |
believe it would be unrealistic to think that the m ne
isn't going to ask for an extension and a pit expansi on.

As Bristol Bay Native Corporation said, there is no
val ue added to the ore before it | eaves our conmmunity, so

once it's gone, it's gone. The Kenai Peninsul a Borough
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could very well snelt it in their borough. W could nove
that ore to the Matanuska Vall ey for manufacturing, and

t he products coul d be shi pped out of our Anchorage port
that's in need of revenue for renodeling the port and for
finishing it. So just to get it to deep water and turn it
| oose to the Asian nmarkets Bristol Bay Native Corporation
t hought is wong. There is no val ue added.

Wien the fishing i ndustry went down, there was a
knee-jerk reaction to add val ue added by a fish processing
pl ant in Anchorage, and that failed. It was too little,
too | ate.

The representation to the borough for nyself, living
in Iliama for 25 years, the borough recogni zes the
Iliama Village Council. They have 30 menbers. The | ast
census had 109 residents in Iliama. So about two-thirds
of the residents are not represented to the borough
t hrough the Iliama Village Council.

| question your governnent-to-governnent invites for
35 entities that the Corps of Engineers did. 1'd like to
know who those invites were and if the Port A sworth
| nprovenment -- the Port Al sworth Devel opnent Corporation
was extended one of those invitations.

Also if sone of those invitations were to Native
entities, they have the sane chance to represent

t hensel ves through the Lake and Pen Borough that | do.
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So the State says the borough is ny | ocal governnent,
but the borough uses the Iliama Village Council as ny
| ocal governnent. And when | nake comments to the
borough, | nornmally get back, run it by the Iliama
Village Council; if they agree, we will look into it. So
that is the rub between the borough and nme is that they

use the village council as ny | ocal governnent.

The revenue sharing that will be -- of the tax paid
to the borough will be distributed to the Iliama Vill age
Council as it is now And it won't be -- the village

council has said their purpose is to enhance their tri bal
menbership, not the village at large. |If we were to take
t he housing off of the mne site and put it el sewhere, you
woul d be able to possibly repurpose sone of these things
after the mne closes in 20 years, rather than cl osing
everyt hi ng down.

Once a road corridor is put in, revegetating it isn't
going to keep people off of it, simlar to old railroad
tracks that have been taken up. That railroad track bed
Is normally used as a corridor, or old |unber | ogging
roads, once put in, are reused for hunters and peopl e
wanting to get into areas that weren't otherw se
accessi bl e.

The private road to the port is -- should be public.

| guess it creates -- wll it just be used for Pebble, or
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wll the | andowners that are giving themthe access for a
private road, wll they be able to use the road for
nmovenent of goods in and out of the borough or Iliama?
That would make -- give them an unfair advantage, unfair
advant age, | guess, commercially that sone people woul d be
able to use the road, other people wouldn't. And you are
going to have to police that road to keep it private.

| ' ve heard Northern Dynasty say that they think they
can enhance the fishery with their mne, but | don't
under stand how t hey coul d enhance a fishery when they
don't understand the animal. W don't know why they cone
back to the sane creek that they left. W don't know what
they do when they go to the ocean for five years,
necessarily. And so if you don't understand the ani mal
how do you thi nk you can enhance the fishery?

| feel that the Pebble project has given out nobney
and fat service contracts to propel their mne forward. |
have a fuel survey here that says | DC devel oped the
partnership to buy fuel whol esale from Honer and deli vered
to I'liama, Newhal en, Kokhanok, Pedro Bay rather than wait
on the Crow ey fall barge, devel oped a partnership with
Pebbl e as client, have a $2 nmillion bridge loan with
Pebbl e awaiting long-term|loan with USDA, currently
selling heating fuel for 4.35 a gall on and unl oaded gas

for 4.79. | wonder if that $2 mllion has ever been
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repaid. They used that to create unfair advantage and
conpet e agai nst | ocal s.

Ray Wllians with his Iliama Transportati on Conpany,
t hey have built a gas/fuel depot that conpeted agai nst
Crow ey Marine. They have built a store that's conpeting
agai nst Iliama Tradi ng Conpany. All of these conpanies
have been 30-year institutions in the area. And because
they don't have a say, we don't necessarily have -- |I'm
not a borough nmenber. |I'mnot a Native. So ny opinion is
di sregar ded.

"1l leave it at that today.

M5. MOLLY DISCHNER: | work for United
Tribes of Bristol Bay, a consortiumof tribal governnents
organi zed to protect traditional Yup'ik, Alutiiq and
Dena-ina ways of life in Bristol Bay and fight |arge scale
hard rock m nes |ike Pebbl e.

My background is in journalismand history. |
beli eve strongly in research and public information and in
robust public engagenent and process. | believe in the
val ue of stories and listening to others.

"' m not an expert on mne applications, and |I'm not
an expert on Bristol Bay life the way ot her people who are
testifying are. | don't have the sanme depth of know edge
about this region. But as far as | can tell, the

application Pebble has submtted is woefully inconplete.
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Before the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers noves forward in
the EI'S process, Pebble should be required to do nore
research on its plan

W need to see nore baseline data on the
transportation corridor, including studies of how the | ake
Is used for winter travel and how the frozen | ake supports
wildlife |ike waterfow , salnon snolt and fresh water
seals. How w |l an icebreaking ferry change all of that?

W al so need to see a conpl ete econom c anal ysis of
this plan before anything noves forward. | don't believe
the plan will pencil out, but we need to see the costs
| ined out fromthe conpany itself. W need nore
information, as well, on the Amakdedori port site, its
hi storical use, its value to wldlife as a pristine bay,
and what changes a nmj or deepwater port would bring and
the traffic that would cone with it.

We al so need a nore robust effort to catal og | ocal
know edge and incorporate the plethora of already existing
State, federal and private conpilation of |ocal know edge
Into the m ne studies and anal ysis. Many of those exist,
but so far no one is stepping up to put themall together
and nmake sure they are part of the record. It m ght not
be the Arnmy Corps' direct responsibility to do that, but
It needs to happen. And if they are |eading the process,

maybe they need to nake sure it happens.
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Pl ease do not let this EIS process get rushed. The
direct, indirect and cunul ative effects of a m ne nust be
t hor oughly considered, and identifying those effects
requi res nuch nore work on the permt application before
the EI'S can even go forward. Please consider telling
Pebbl e to go back and do nore research before this goes
any farther.

Thank you for listening to ne and everyone el se who
has testified.

MS. SAMANTHA HERRI CK: My nane i s Sanant ha
Herrick, and I'"'mfrom Pedro Bay. | do not support the
Pebble Mne. A nmne in this area, no matter the size,
w il negatively affect the Bristol Bay region. Pebble
Mne will contam nate the waters and di srupt and kill the
salnon life cycle. Subsistence hunting and fishing wll
be nonexi stent. The noise and increased activity to a
delicate area will be harnful to our wildlife. | guess
Pebbl e M ne's proposed -- |I'msorry.

There are no prom ses or no guarantees, no possible
way to have a safe, clean mne in Bristol Bay region, not
now, not ever. Wiy bet on it? Wy put ny culture, ny way
of life on the line? Pebble doesn't care about ny hone.
They are not the ones who |live here.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 6:30 p. m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of April 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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